
Welcome to 
butterfly class

Wednesday 28th June 2023



welcome to butterfly class! 
We are so excited to have you here this afternoon and 
we can’t wait for your child to start in Reception with 

us! 

Mrs Davies Mrs Sage Mrs King



The 7 areas of the curriculum 
PRIME AREA

- Personal, Social and Emotional
- Physical Development
- Communication and Language

SPECIFIC AREAS

- Literacy
- Maths
- Understanding the World
- Expressive Arts and Design



Physical development



Communication and language



Personal, Social, Emotional



literacy



Maths



Expressive arts and design



Understanding the world



St Mary’s is a Read, Write Inc school. The scheme continues throughout the school, 
for as long as the children need it. The beauty of this programme is that children can 
receive phonics teaching at exactly the right level for them. It is completely tailored to 
their needs.



A love for reading
So much research has gone into creating ‘love for reading’ and finding a balance between 
challenge and ‘getting it right’ is key to creating confident readers. Rushing through book bands 
doesn’t work, this is because children learn words but that doesn’t mean they understand what 
they have read. Certainly for the first term, we really want you to enjoy story time with your child. 
For this reason, in the playground, you will have direct access to a range of reading books. We 
ask that you change these a maximum of twice per week so that you can explore the book by 
asking questions, recognising key words which then leads to your child retelling the story to you 
by remembering key words and looking at the pictures. 



Outside learning
Outside learning is just as important as indoor learning! The 
playground is an extension of our classroom because some 

children learn better, without 4 walls around them.



TOPICS

Autumn One
All About Me

Autumn Two
Festivals

Spring One
Animals

Spring Two
Traditional Tales

Summer One
People Who Help Us

Summer Two
Around the World



Bringing learning to life
Throughout the year we like 
the children to have enriching 
experiences to bring their 
learning alive. These things 
include: 

- Visitors
- Trips
- Exploring our local area
- Dressing up days, e.g. 

Superhero Day
- Theme days, e.g. Pancake 

day



Links with home
Each child will get an opportunity to 
spend some time with our class “pet” - 
Peggy Patch! 

“What a Star” certificates provide you 
with the opportunity to tell us what 
amazing things your child has achieved 
at home.



The ‘little’ things
Velcro shoes and trainers

Bookbag and water bottle



The ‘little’ things
Label everything

Always bring a coat in the colder months. Leave wellies
in school.



What is ‘normal?’
Having children ourselves, we know exactly how it feels when a 
child starts school. Some children won’t look back and others will 
find it difficult to separate. From almost 30 years of experience, 
between the two of us, we can assure you that the following 
methods prove successful…



What is ‘normal?’
- Always say goodbye to your child at the door. Entering the 

classroom will make them think that you are staying and then it 
is harder to separate.

- Don’t prolong your goodbye because children can feel that they 
can delay coming to school by delaying goodbye’s. 



What is ‘normal?’
- Please trust that we would never allow your child to be left upset. We 

will use games and cuddles (if needed) to help them settle. By the 
time you leave the school grounds, your child will have likely settled. 

- If we felt that your child was too upset, we would call you. Please do 
not worry that they will spend the day crying, we would not allow that 
to happen. 



Because the playground is an extension of the classroom, it means 
this is set up in the morning, before the children arrive. So that the 
set up is ready for your child, we ask that you wait in the Year 1 area 
for a member of staff to open the gate at 8:45 and then again at 
3:10. This then means that the learning resources are untouched, 
ready for your child’s learning because it is very tempting for your 
child/their sibling to want to use the resources before the school day 
starts. 

To start and finish the day  



Keeping you in the loop
Class 

newsletters are 
sent every 

other week.

Newsletters 
from Mrs 

Lawlor are sent 
on the opposite 

week.



Keeping you in the loop
Please follow us on Instagram!

@stmaryseyfs

We update this page every day, 
showing you what we have been 

up to.

Why don’t you show your child 
some of the photos from this year 

so that they can get a glimpse 
into what it will be like?



WHat can you do to get them ready?

Read with them
Talk about school

Learn to get dressed

Cutlery skills



Key Dates
Friday 14th July - Stay & Play session 9.30-10.30am
Wednesday 6th-Friday 8th September - Home Visits
Wednesday 6th & Friday 8th September - Stay & Play 1.30-2.30 (you 
do not have to attend all 3 sessions!)
Monday 11th & Tuesday 12th September - Children attend 
8.45-11.45am
Wednesday 13th & Thursday 14th September - Children attend 8.45 - 
1.15pm
Friday 15th September - Children attend all day! (8.45-3.20pm)



any questions?


